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Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee 

Highlights: May 11, 2018 

 

 
Sites Represented (marked by x) 
 

 Arcade  El Sereno  Pasteur 

 Arden  Encina  Pershing 

 Arlington X Gold River  PTA 

 Barrett X Grand Oaks  Ralph Richardson 

 Bella Vista  Green Oaks X Rio Americano 

 Cambridge Hts. X Greer X Rogers 

X Cameron Ranch  Howe  San Juan 

 Carmichael  Thomas Kelly  Schweitzer 

 Carnegie  Kingswood X Sierra Oaks 

 Carriage  La Entrada X Skycrest 

 Casa Roble X Laurel Ruff   Starr King 

X Charles Peck   La Vista X Sylvan 

 Churchill  LeGette  Thomas Kelly 

 Citrus Heights  Lichen X Trajan 

X Cottage X Mariemont  Twin Lakes 

 Cowan  Mariposa X Whitney 

 Coyle X Marvin Marshall (ECE) X Woodside 

 Del Campo  Mesa Verde  ECE Head Start 

X Del Dayo  Mira Loma  Garfield Preschool 

X Del Paso Manor X Mission  GATE 

X Deterding  Northridge X CAC 

X Dewey  Oakview X FACE 

 Dyer-Kelly  Orangevale X Board Members 

X Edison X Ottomon   

 El Camino X Pasadena   

 

Materials Distributed 
 

Agenda, LCAP handout, School Safety handout 

 
Welcome/Announcements/Introductions 

Superintendent Kent Kern welcomed everyone to the Superintendent Parent Advisory Committee 

(SPAC) meeting and invited parents to let their principals know if they would like to continue on the 

committee next year. 

 

Social Sciences Framework 

Kristan Schnepp, Director of Professional Learning and Curriculum Innovation and Nicole Kukral, 

Program Specialist, K-12 ELA and Social Science, provided an overview on the upcoming changes to 

the Social Sciences Framework. Ms. Kukral noted that the framework outlines instructional guidance 

for teachers and includes content that has been added by recent legislation. Per the FAIR Act, school 

districts will be required to include the role and contributions of Native Americans, Asian Americans, 

European Americans, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Americans, persons with disabilities and 

members of other ethnic and cultural groups. Community outreach efforts began this spring. 

Professional learning for teachers begins this summer in July. The district will be piloting the 

curriculum for 16 weeks during the 2018-19 school year. Pending board adoption of the material, full 

implementation will begin in fall 2019.  
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Questions: 

Q: How does the district ensure that the curriculum and material is objective and without bias?  

A: There is a curriculum adoption committee process in place to ensure material is objective. Teachers 

are looking out for biases as they pilot material.  

 

Q: Is there a way to view the documents online? 

A: Ms. Kukral is looking for a way to share with families.  

 

Q: What are the funding challenges from the state for the change in curriculum?  

A: The district has funds for materials and supplies, as we have been prudent with setting money aside 

with one-time funds. Chief Financial Officer Kent Stephens said the state does give the district funds 

for materials, but it isn’t sufficient enough to cover the entire cost.  

 

Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) 

Associate Superintendent of Schools and Student Support Donna O’Neil, Ed.D. provided information 

regarding the recommended LCAP changes. Dr. O’Neil explained that the district is moving into the 

end of year two of a three year plan. She shared results of the California State Accountability 

Dashboard. Changes for next year include expanding support centers and adding intervention to 

expand pre-kindergarten transition. It will also focus on providing playground access for students with 

disabilities. LCAP will continue to focus on district equity work to provide a more diverse workplace. 

The LCAP will be presented to the board for approval in June.  

 

Questions: 

Q: Will the focus for students with disabilities increase beyond playground accessibility to include 

study skills, reading programs or after school activities?  

A: There is already language in LCAP for study skills programs and school activities, which are 

changes to LCAP. One of the things we heard was that those with disabilities are not able to go out 

with peers at recess.  

 

Q: A parent mentions that their fourth-grade daughter finally qualified for disability assistance and the 

support is amazing. She added that the family has been trying to get support since kindergarten.  

A: We are adding more supports to our system. We are still working on making sure we are referring 

the right students. There has to be a stop gap before they become so far behind. Dr. Calvin is looking 

at ways to make this a smoother process. 

 

School Safety 
Senior Director of Community Relations Trent Allen shared information regarding school safety and 

explained the Safe Schools program. He noted that he is looking at a new model for next year, as there 

is currently a staffing shortage at the Sheriff’s Department. The new model will have more consistency 

as far as personnel. Mr. Allen noted that the Columbine incident changed the way officers respond to 

school shootings; the current protocol is to run, hide, fight and ALICE (Alert authorities, Lockdown 

where you are, Inform others of your situation and plan, Counter the intruder by disorienting them, 

Evacuate as soon as it is safe to do so). Mr. Allen held tabletop conversations on what safety protocols 

to discuss with different grades and different ages.  

 

Comments: 

 One parent said that schools should explain that safety protocols are to keep them safe. If you 

go through drills, it becomes a regular part of school. 

 Another parent suggested taking the emotion out of it by saying “We’re practicing to be safe. 

We’re going to practice frequently, and we’re going to get it right.” 

 Dr. McKibbin said to make the drills routine. Dr. McKibbin recalled that a student once 

explained that lockdown drills occur so schools can keep students safe. 
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Mr. Allen then asked tables to share their discussion on the run, hide and fight protocols.  

 A parent commented that the age of the students determines how much information to provide. 

For younger ages, it’s a decision for parents to say how much they want to explain to students.  

 Another parent said that their table agreed with run and hide but was conflicted on fight. They 

like the disorienting and distracting language better. The parent also suggested that the 

information that’s being discussed with students be shared with parents so parents can 

reinforce at home. 

 

Mr. Allen then shared the proposed language for campus reminders on staying safe and asked for 

feedback. The information would be posted at all high schools. 

 

Comments: 

 A parent brought up the issue about tying up the 9-1-1 line with phone calls. 

 Poster could be added to select middle schools to get them familiar with it. 

 Educate families so they can talk to students at home and practice with students. 

 Melissa Bassanelli said language should be simpler by saying, distract and stop for the action 

item. 

 Dr. O’Neil said the poster would be translated into various languages. 

 Create a one- or two-page sheet for parents who volunteer so that they know what to do.   

 Provide information to substitutes. 

 

General Q&A 

Q:  What is the status of science curriculum? 

A:  The science department is doing a lot of training with middle and high schools; elementary schools 

will be next, as this is a two-year process.  

 

Q:  Is it possible that the state will do away with the California Assessment of Student Performance 

and Progress (CAASPP) and use the SAT instead?  

A:  That idea is being discussed at the state level; however, Long Beach USD applied for a waiver last 

year and was denied. 

 

Conclusion 

Superintendent Kern introduced Dr. Michael McKibbin and thanked everyone for attending the SPAC 

meeting. Administrators remained in the board room to answer additional questions.  
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